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Editorial 

On 9 March 2007 the Sch0yen Co ll ection 
announced in a press re lease that it is to sue Uni­
versity College London (UCL) for the recovery 
of 654 Aramaic-inscribed inca ntat ion bowl s 
(http://www.schoyencollection.com/news arti­
c1es/UCL-090307.htm). The Sch0yen Co ll ection 
compri ses manuscripts and other insc ribed ma­
terials assembled by Norwegian bus inessman 
Martin Sch0yen. The contested bowls have been 
he ld by UCL since October 2004 pending the 
outcome of an internal enquiry into the legality of 
their provenance. The enquiry was initiated after 
a Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation (NRK) 
television documentary in vestigating the Sch0yen 
Collection alleged that the bowls had been ex­
cavated illegall y in Iraq in 1992 or 1993 (see S. 
Lunden, 'Skri ftsa mleren [The Manuscript Col­
lector]" ewe Issue 19 (2005), 3- 11 ). The bowls 
reached UCL over the peri od 1996 to 1997, where 
they were being held by the Institute of Jew ish 
Stud ies for cataloguing and resea rch. Whil e it is 
beli eved that the UCL enquiry has completed its 
in vestigations and prepared a report, its findings 
have not been made public , and it is not clear 
either whether they have been communica ted to 
the Sch0yen Col lection. The press rel ease states 
that the Co ll ection has ' become fi·ustrated with 
the waste of time and money caused by a lengthy 
and inconclusive inquiry' , and that 'following a 
series of unsatisfactory meetings and communi­
cations, it has now come to the view that legal 
proceedings are the only way forward '. These 
statements might be taken to imply that UCL has 
decided in li ght of its enquiry not to return the 
bowls. Prompt publication of the enquiry 's report 
and recommendations might help to clarify the 
situation. 

The press release also c laims that UCL's 
enquiry into the incantation bowls 'seemed de­
signed to deflect attention from the provenance 
of UCL's own permanent co ll ect ions, including 
the ethnographic collections and other co ll ections 
that may contain unpro venancedmaterial '. This 
allegation is a serious one, though no corrobora­
tion is provided, and it might equall y be designed 
to deflect attention from the Schoyen bowls. 
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The Schoyen Collection launched an inde­
pendent webs ite on 19 February 2007, hav ing 
formerl y been hosted by the National Library of 
Norway. The Collection 's assoc iation with the 
publicly-funded Library had become increasingly 
problematical following the allegations and rev­
elations o Cthe NRK programme. The new website 
has an interesting 'statement of provenance ' about 
the material of probable Iraqi o ri g in (http://www. 
schoyencoll ecti on.com/archeoprov.htm), where 
it li sts 16 o ld co ll ections as sources. The dates 
provided for 10 of these collections show that 
they we re still being assembled in the 1980s, 
however, years after the enactment of the 1974 
Iraqi law banning antiquities export, and so it is 
hard to see how they have any direct bearing on 
the question of lawful export from Iraq. Never­
the less, it is encourag ing that the Co ll ect ion is 
prepared to ta lk about provenance, and perhaps 
when the documented provenances of indi vidual 
pieces are made public then the controversy sur­
rounding the Co ll ection will subs ide. 

The statement of provenance also makes a de­
ceptive and nonsensical claim about the 'original 
archaeological context' of objects in the Collec­
tion, when it states that the context will not be 
known until 'a ll texts in both private and public 
collections have been published and compared 
with each other ' . In fact, the archaeological con­
text will onl y be known when the excavations 
that produced the objects are published. If the 
excava ti ons we re conducted clandestinely and 
neve r publi shed then the archaeological context 
will neve r be known. 

There might be more to the Schoyen Collec­
tion press re lease than meets the eye. Its webs ite 
also outlines plans for future publication (http:// 
www.schoyencollection. com/ infopub.htm). and it 
seems that publication of its cuneiform material 
will be coordinated by a senior scholar fi·om the 
Uni ve rsity of London's School of Oriental and 
African Studies. Whether the threat of lega l action 
is intended to intimidate UCL and to deter the 
University o f London from following UCL's lead 
is open to speculation , but it will be interesting to 
see whether the publication of the UCL enquiry 
has any effec t on thi s publication plan. 

UC L had a lready been in the firing line 
in November 2006 when a postgraduate 



student at the Institute of Archaeology organi zed 
an evening sem inar to consider the hi story and 
possible future of the so-ca lled Sevso treasure. 

Comprising 14 pieces of Roman s il ve r, the 
Sevso treasure had been displayed in October at 
an exhibition he ld at Bonham's auction house for 
an in vi te-onl y aud ience. At first, Bonhams an­
nounced that the Marquess of Northampton, the 
present owner of the s il ve r, had no plans to se ll 
it, but then during the exhibition it was reported 
that 'The Marquis of Northampton has made it 
clear that it is his intention to se ll the treasure ' 
(M. Bailey, ' Bonhams U-tu rn on Sevso si lver ' , 
Art Newspaper, Nove mber, 5). 

Hoping for a balanced debate, the UCL student 
twice asked Bonhams if they would li ke to send 
someone to represent the owner 's interest. The 
reply, when it came, was in the form of a letter 
from Lane and Partners, lawyers to the Marquess 
of Northampton, threatening a lega l c laim for 
damages if certain 'extremist academics' chose 
to discuss a poss ible Hungarian provenance. 
This rather clumsy atte mpt to stifl e discussion 

The effect of an 
artefact's provenance 
on its saleability 

NEIL B RODIE 

I t is a welcome deve lopment that in recent ' An­
tiquities' sa les the major auction houses have 

started to offer more information about prov­
enance than was previous ly the case. Sometimes 
thi s prove na nce comp rises a na med previous 
owne r, sometimes a publicat ion , someti mes 
simply a previous auction sa le. These provenance 
data can contribute towards a fuller understanding 
of the market and aid the investigation of indi­
vidua l market hi stories. In this short paper they 
are used to examine the effect of provenance on 
saleabi li ty. 

Cannon-Brookes ( 1994) has suggested that 
in a climate disapprov ing of the sa le of unprov­
enanced an tiquiti es the market might start to 
discriminate aga inst them without any imposed 
regulation by awa rding higher prices to we ll-
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backfired spectacularl y as it on ly went to ensure 
that cve ry authority on the subject turned up on 
the ni ght to offer the ir support in a packed room, 
and there was a ful l and frank discussion of what 
ev idence there is for a Hunga rian origin. The ro­
bust rcsponse shown by UC L staff and students to 
legal sabre-rattling was commendab le, and Lane 
and Partners' representatives at the meeting must 
ha ve left fee ling suitab ly chasti sed. 

The Marquess of Northampton has good title to 
the Sevso treasure, but the problem for any poten­
tia l purchaser is that hi s ti tle looks vulnerable. His 
cause was not helped when in March 2007 the Art 
Nellis/x/per showed that even now new evidence 
about the treasure 's provenance might appear. It 
c1a imcd to have seen documents dating from the 
1980s suggesting that 187 spoons, 37 cups and 5 
bowls that had origina lly been part of the treasure 
had bccn separated off before the Northampton 
purchase. The likelihood that there are previously 
und isclosed documents relating to the provenance 
of the silver still in circu lation wi ll do nothing to 
all ay the fears of potentia l purchasers. 

documented pieces. Highe r prices wo ul d in turn 
encourage the release into the public domain of 
morc provenance-related information, and the 
market wou ld gradual ly become more transpar­
ent, a llowing the customer to be more se lective 
abo ut acqui s iti ons. The idea that the ma rket 
may act to regul ate itse lf in this way is clearly 
an attracti ve one to the trade community as it 
weakens the case for statuto ry regulation, and it 
has often been suggested since Cannon-B rookes 
first floated the idea that, in fact , it is exac tl y 
what is happening. Unfortunately, it is di ffic ul t 
to obta in empiri cal verification of the positive 
effect of prove nance on price because the va ri­
ab le quality of materia l offe red for sa le makes it 
hard to make direct price compari sons between 
provenanced and unprovenanced pieces. To do so, 
it wou ld be necessary to co ll ect price information 
on a large seri es of near-identica l objects, wh ich 
is not readily ava il able. 

One possib le method of investigating the effect 
of provenance on price is to compare the estimated 
prices of auction lots with their realized prices. If 
the realized prices oflots with good provenances 



consistently exceed their estimates by a greater 
amount than those with no provenances, then it 
would seem to confirm Cannon-Brookes's hy­
pothes is. Silver (2005) analysed 1773 lots sold at 
Sotheby's New York through the peri od December 
2000 to June 2005 and showed that lots document­
ed before 197 1 so ld on average for 122 per cent of 
their median estimated price, while those that were 
not documented before 1971 so ld on average for 
only 58 per cent o f their median estimate. There 
is an element of subjecti vity about price estimates, 
however, and i f the aucti on house sta ffresponsible 
for estimating prices think that provenance adds 
va lue, they would be expected to set the estimates 
higher to take that poss ibili ty into account. If that 
is the case, then it would strengthen Silver 's results 
still further. 

Another test of the Cannon-B rookes conj ec­
ture might be that the provenance o f an artefact 
will effect its sa leability, and it is attempted here. 
Provenance information has been co ll ated for 
two October 2005 ' Antiquities' sa les in London 
- one at Chri sti e's and one at Bonhams. Aucti on 
lots have been class ifi ed accordin g to the date of 
their earliest ve ri fia ble provenance. Ve rifi able 
provenance is defin ed here as a name and a date, 
which can, in principle, be co rroborated through 
independent means. It might consist ofa prev ious 
sa le or owner with both name and date provided, 
or a publi ca ti on reference. En tri es such as 'with 
European pri vate co ll ector in 1950', or ' bought 
at Sotheby's' are not considered to be ve rifi able 
provenance because they cannot be ve rified. The 
chronologica l c lass ifi cation is as fo ll ows: 

I. be fore 19 14; 
2. 19 15- 1945 ; 
3. 1946- 1969; 
4. 1970- 2005 ; 
5. other. 

With the exception of the 1970 di stincti on, these 
c lasses are arbitrary. 1970 is the date o f the 
UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibit­
ing and Preventing the Illi c it Import, Ex port and 
Transfer o f Ownershi p of Cul tura l Property, and 
increasingly it is be ing adopted by museums as a 
date threshold to separate acceptable from unac­
ceptable provenance. In other words, objects with 
a legitimate prove nance that can be documented 
back to before 1970 are considered acceptable 
purchases . The fin al class 'other ' includes lots 
with no provenance and lots w ith provenances 
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Table 1. Christie 's London October 2005: earliest 
verifiable date of provenance. 

<1914 1915- 1946- 1970-
45 69 2005 

Number of 18 65 25 76 
lots offered 

Number of 16 47 22 37 
lots sold 

Table 2. Bonhams London October 2005: earliest 
verifiable date of provenance. 

<1914 1915- 1946- 1970-
45 69 2005 

Number of 5 18 107 103 
lots offered 

Number of 5 18 95 62 
lots sold 

Other 

89 

66 

Other 

263 

177 

<1914 1915--45 1946-69 1970--2005 Other 

Date 

Figure 1. Christie 's October 2005: percentage of offered 
lots sold according to provenance classes. 
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<1914 1915-45 1946-69 1970--2005 Other 

Date 

Figure 2. Bonhams October 2005: percentage of offered 
lots sold according to provenance classes. 

not cons idered to be verifiable by the criteri a 

adopted here. 
The da ta are presented in Tables I and 2, and 

suggest that provenance does improve the salea­
bility o f a lo t, particul arly a pre-1 970 provenance, 
a lthough the effect is onl y marg inal (F igs . I & 
2). However, from thi s data set at least, it is hard 
to say whether the improved sa leability of lots 
with long prove nance is due to customer concern 
ove r o ri g in , or because obj ects coming onto the 
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Figure 3. Percentage of lots offered for sale with a 
verifiable provenance stretching back to before 1970. 

market fro m long-establi shed private co ll ections 
are of higher quality than objects coming onto the 
market from other sources . The prob lem ari ses 
because lots in the earlier provenance classes are 
comprised mainly of material from old private 
co ll ections, while the later c lasses are compri sed 
more of material provenanced by a previous sa le 
date. So, in the two auctio ns under considerati on 
here, three old private co ll ec ti ons were so ld. First 
there we re the II Capesthorne Hall antiquities 
so ld at Christies with a provenance stretching 
back to the early nineteenth century. The second 
collection, also so ld at C hri sti e 's, comprised 27 
lots acq uired by Wilhelm Ho rn in the 1930s. 
Finally, at Bonhams, there were 78 lots from 
the co llection of Hugh Stanley Russe ll that we re 
acquired in the 1950s, 60s and 70s. Perhaps a 
larger data set inc luding more lots with a sale 
provenance from before 1970 will a llow a better 
understanding of the reasons for the pos iti ve ef­
fect on sa leability exerted by provenance. 

It is interest ing to note that the pos iti ve effect 
of provenance on sa leability only rea ll y becomes 
apparent for lots w ith a provenance that stretches 
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back to before 1970. 1970 has been promoted in 
Britain as a provenance threshold for many yea rs 
now, by the Museums Assoc iation since at least 
2002, the British Museum s ince 1998, and the 
Department of C ulture, Media and Sport since 
2005 . In the United States, the 1970 threshold 
is ad hered to by the Archaeological Inst itute of 
America and , s ince October 2006, the J. Paul 
Getty Museum. Figure 3 shows that less than 
40 per cent o f antiquities offe red for sa le at 
Chri stie 's and Bonhams in October 2005 have a 
verifiable provenance stretching back to before 
1970 that would ha ve rendered them acceptable 
for purchase by the British Museum or the Getty. 
The provenances of more than 50 per cent of the 
lots offered for auction rema in reso lutely unac­
counted for. Previous owners seem more like ly to 
be named by Chri stie 's than by Bonhams, and so 
perhaps the percentage would ha ve been higher 
if Bonhams had been more forthcoming about 
the names of previous owners, and perhaps thi s 
observation might encourage them to be so in the 
fu ture. 
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In the News 

JENNY DOOLE 

Iraq 

On 25 Jul y 2006, a diorite statue of the 
Sumerian king Entemena of Lag ash , sto len 
from the Iraq National Museum in Bagh­
dad in April 2003 , was returned to Iraq 
during a ceremony at the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington. It was discovered in Syria in 
2005 and is thought to have been recovered 
with the cooperation of New York dealers 
Ali and Hicham Aboutaam (B. Meier & J. 
Glanz, 'Looted treasure returning to Iraq 
National Museum ', New York Times , 26 
July 2006). 

• July 2006: Following a conference at the 
University ofQadisiya, Iraqi archaeologists 
uraed the authorities to protect the s ite of 

" Uruk (modern Warka) from looting. 

In September 2006, Scotland Yard returned 
two incantation bowls, be li eved to have 
been stolen from an archaeological site in 
southern Iraq, to the Iraqi Foreign Minister. 
They had been handed in to police by deal­
ers in London after having been smuggled 
into the United Kingdom (see: R. Beeston, 
' Looted artefacts returned ', The Times, 15 
September 2006). 

• Concerns ha ve been vo iced around the 
world about the removal of well -qualified 
archaeologists and heritage professionals 
fro m the ir posts in Iraq. They ha ve ap­
parently been replaced by politica l and 
religious appointees after archaeological 
and cultural heritage s ites were put under 
the jurisdiction of the Touri sm Ministry, 
which is connected with radical cleric Mu­
qtada al-Sadr. It is thought its main focus 
will be the protection of Islamic cultural 
heritage (see: ' Iraq: antiquities continue to 
be pillaged, destroyed ', Radio Free Europe, 
12 October 2006). 
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• International archaeologists have written to 
the Iraqi authorities ask ing that the holdings 
of the Iraq National Museum in Baghdad 
are not broken up and sent to regional 
museums, as has been suggested (see: M. 
Bailey, ' International archaeologists ' pleas 
to Iraqi government' , and ' An open letter 
to the government of Iraq ' , The Art News­
paper, No. 174, November 2006). 

Following the resignation of Donny George 
as chairman orthe State Board of Cultural 
Heritage, the Iraq Cultura l Heritage Ini­
tiati ve (a programme co-ordinated by the 
Getty Conservation Institute and the World 
Monuments Fund to provide 'training and 
infrastructure support for the protection of 
Iraq 's cultural heritage) must now make 
new arrangements with the next administra­
tion. The new chairman is said to be keen 
to continue the project. (see: L. Harri s, 
'International project to safeguard Iraqi 
heritage will continue ' , The Art Newspaper, 
No. 175, December 2006). 

Turkey 

According to rep0l1s in Turkey, prosecutors 
allege that U~ak Museum Director Kazim 
Akbiyikoglu had 259 telephone conversa­
tions with other suspects alleged to have 
been invo lved in the theft and attempted 
sale of a gold brooch - a star item in the 
famous Lydian Hoard, or Karun Treasure, 
which is on display at the museum. It was 
discovered in 2005 that the brooch had been 
replaced with a fake (see: ' In the news ', 
ewe, Issue 18, (Spring 2006); a lso see: 
' Editorial ' , ewe, Issue 2, (Spring 1998)). 
Quoted in the Turkish Daily News ( 10 Sep­
tember 2006) Tourism and Culture Minister 
Atilla Ko", sa id he be lieved the genuine 
brooch was still in Turkey, adding ' Those 
who sto le it took it to Istanbul. The buyers 
beat them up and sent them back to U~ak 
without paying them. It is obviously not a 
profess ional job. ' 



November 2006: Ancient artefacts were 
confiscated during constructi on work in the 
industri al zone of the village ofKoseler in 
Gebze, after rumours that items were being 
smuggled fro m the s ite. Artefacts are usu­
all y transferred directly to local museums. 
Upon inspection it emerged that the a·rea 
was a Helleni sti c cemetery. 

• A marble statue o f two women ho lding 
a globe, believed to be Roman, was re­
covered from an o li ve depot in Gemli k, 
south weste rn Turkey, afte r a tip-off to 
police. Two men, Kemal K and Ismail A, 
were arrested for a ll egedl y trying to sell 
the statue for £ 15 million. They c laimed 
to have bought it cheapl y in the Aegean 
reg ion (see: ' A Roman statue wo rk $ 15 
million fo und in an olive depot' , Sabah, 
27 December 2006) 

USA 

• In Jul y 2006, after an FB I investi gation, 
prosecutors in Miami charged Edga r Na­
kac he, Cec ili a Marc ill o-Avil es and her 
daughter Susan Av iles with illega l impor­
tation of pre-Co lumbian a rtefacts from 
Ecuador. The FBI had been on the case 
since February, when Nakache 's offer to sell 
around 600 artefacts had alerted ICOM (In­
ternational Counci l of Museums) in Pari s. 
ICOM contacted Inte'lJol, Interpol contacted 
the Ecuadorian police, and the Ecuadorian 
poli ce contacted the FBI. During the course 
ofthe FBI 's investigation undercover offic­
ers, posing as potential buyers, met Nakache 
and Marci llo-Aviles at her daughter 's house 
in Miami and photographed some of the 
pieces before pretend ing to negotiate a $2 
milli on dea l. About 100 objects from the 
house and around 60 more from a storage 
company were recovered, but the location 
of the remaining pieces is unknown. (For 
pictures see: 'Three charged in smuggling 
pre-Columbian artefacts into the United 
States', Press Release, United States Attor­
ney's Office, Southern Distri ct of Florida, 
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2 1 July 2006 http://www.usdoj .gov/usao/ 
f1 s/PressReleases/06072 1-02 .html). 

Linda Farnsworth , so le BLM (Bureau of 
Land Management) archaeo logist responsi­
ble fo r the Canyon of the Ancients National 
Monument in Colorado, showed The Los 
Angeles Times (Juli e Cart, ' Agency Strug­
g les to stop artefact theft ', 3 September 
2006) a se ri es of backfilled looters ' ho les, 
ev idence o f illega l pot hunting. Looters 
are increas ing ly targeting Anasazi sites in 
the area , where onl y around 18 per cent of 
the archaeo logy is believed to have been 
surveyed. In the six years s ince the Canyon 
of the Ancients has been in ex istence there 
have been no arrests fo r archaeo logica l 
theft, desp ite increased ev idence of loot­
mg. 

• Augus12006: 26 Caddo pots, dating to about 
AI) 600, which had been di scovered during 
a dig along the Red Ri ve r in 1980, were 
sto len fro m Southern Arkansas Uni vers ity 
in Magno li a. Archaeologists were about to 
return the co llection to the Caddo Nation. 

• Two Ari zona State Land Department inves­
ti gators have turned to aeri al surve illance 
to spot the te ll-tale signs of archaeo log ical 
looting in the 9 million acres of state land 
they must patro l. Indi cat ions of illega l 
di gg ing in c lude makeshi ft roads, heavy 
eq ui pment and seri es of linear cuts. They 
say they a re getting an ever-inc reas ing 
number o f call s, and the benefits (as much 
as $75 ,000 fo r an intact pot) outwe igh the 
ri sks (fines ofl ess than $500). John Madson, 
curator of a rchaeo logy, at Ari zona State 
Mu se um , hi ghli ghted anoth er pro bl em 
in region - large ranches are being split 
into ' ranchettes ' whi ch are then leased to 
pothun ters, as treasure-hunting is legal on 
pri vate land (see: T. Ropp, ' Looters still 
ravag ing ancient Arizona ', The Arizona 
Republic, 6 Jul y 2006). 

Following a s ix-year investi gati on, ca ll ed 
'Operation Bring' Em Back' , Michael Orf 



from Redmond was sentenced to a two-and­
a-half-year pri son sentence and a $20,000 
fine payable to the Confederated Tribes of 
the Warm Springs Reservation for trafficking 
an American Indian skeleton. He offered the 
skeleton for sa le to an undercover operative 
in 2004. His sentencing marks the end of the 
first phase of the operation, which looked at 
unlawfu l diggers (often methamphetamine 
users, see: ' In the news', ewe, Issue 17 
(Autumn 2005» and unlawful traders. At­
tention will now tu rn to the buyers of such 
altefacts and a number of co ll ectors' homes 
have been searched although no charges have 
yet been brought (see: B. Denson, 'Cultural 
pillagers leave trail of ruin ' , The Oregonian, 
I November 2006). 

• November 2006: Tri ba l cha irman Robert 
Maltin sa id that the Morongo Band of Mis­
sion Indians would no longer take a passive 
approach to looting on their reservation lands, 
but will aggressively prosecute thieves. In 
Mayor June a large granite bou lder with a 
bedrock mortar (grinding hole) was stolen 
from a secured area of the reservation and 
thieves attempted to stea l another. The hei st 
must have requ ired heavy equ ipment and 
transport faci liti es (see: 'Morongo tribe an­
nounces in tent to prosecute cu ltu ra l thefts; 
no pocketing of the past permitted ' , Yahoo, 
27 November 2006). 

China 

• August 2006: Suspended death sentences 
were given to two Chinese nationals for 
stea l ing I 19 items fro m Song dynasty tombs 
in the province of Shaanxi near Xian. Two 
others involved in the theft were given 15-
year jail terms. 

The US Sta te Department has delayed a 
decision on China's request for a bi-Iateral 
agreement to restri ct importation of Chinese 
cultura l material. The delay came after a 
group of Senators, backed by dea lers and 
mu seum direc tors, expressed co ncern s 
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about the transparency of the decision-mak­
ing process and the lega lity of the request. 
They argue that China must prove it has 
taken steps to police the an tiquiti es market 
w ithin its own borders , show that such 
restrictions in the US would he lp combat 
looting, and that category of material cov­
ered by the req uest is too broad. Robert E. 
Murowchick , of the Uni versity of Boston, 
sa id the delay was criti ca l because 'every 
month or year that goes by w ith looting 
getti ng worse, the more sites are being 
destroyed ' (see: J. Kahn , ' U.S. delays rule 
on limits to Chinese art imports ' , New York 
Times, 18 October 2006). 

• Graves dating back to the Warring States 
Period in Ga nsu province, wh ic h were 
di scovered in August 2005 when loca l po­
li ce apprehended looters there, have been 
nominated as one of China 's top 10 most 
important archaeo logica l discoveries of the 
year. Zhu Zhongx i, director of the archaeo­
logical institu te of Gansu told Shanghai 
Daily ('Proposed leading archaeology sites 
found by robbers', 22 December 2006) 
that he found the nomination by provincial 
au thori ties ironic given the circumstances 
of the site's di scovery. The same situation 
occurred in Lixia n County, where an ancient 
cemetery was heav il y looted in the 1990s 
until archaeo logy and securi ty departments 
stepped in. 

/VVVV\/'v'V\/VV 

United Kingdom 

II ugusl 2006: Scotland Yard recovered a 
va luable Moche headdress, whi ch disap­
peared after the excavation of a tomb in 
the .I equetepeq ue Valley, Peru in 1988, as 
it was being passed to a lawyer in London 
for safekeeping. They acted on information 
provided by fonner art smuggler Michel 
van Rijn. The 3-ft w ide, go ld headdress is 
believed to have been in the possess ion of 
Peruvian dealer Raul Apesti gui a, but after 
hi s murder in 1996 it appeared fo r sa le on 
the black market a longs ide 4 1 other stolen 



pieces (see: S. Connor, 'Solved: case of the 
disappearing headdress, the Mona Lisa of 
Peru ', The Independent, 18 August 2006). 

• In October 2006 the British Museum and 
P0I1abie Antiquities Scheme (PAS) teamed 
up with eBay.co.uk and the Museums, Li­
braries and Archives Council to mon itor 
eBay sales of objects which cou ld potent ially 
be 'treasure' as defined by the 1996 Treasure 
Act and thus belong to the Crown. Sellers 
were contacted and illegal li stings reported 
to police. An average of almost 3500 ob­
jects per day were on sale on eBay between 
August and September, around 50 of which 
could potentially have been treasure under 
the terms of the Act. The British Museum 
sa id that it had not seen a drop in the number 
of potentia l treasure items listed since the 
project had begun, while a spokesperson for 
eBay said they are usually traded innocently 
by people unaware oftheir legal requirement 
to report such finds to the Coroner with 14 
days of discovelY (see: 'Museum warns of 
illegal eBay treasure trading' , The Evening 
Standard, 18 December 2006). Claire Costin 
of the PAS told The Times (D. Alberge, ' Illicit 
artefacts so ld as eBay turns a blind eye', 18 
December 2006) that many sellers are simply 
insisting their items were bought overseas at 
antiquities fairs or from private collections. 

Syria 

Officia l news agency SANA reported in Au­
gust that a number of people had been arrested 
on suspicion oflooting at Palmyra. They were 
sa id to have been found in possess ion of two 
stone statues, the bust of a priest and portrait 
of a woman. 

Albania 

Auron Tare , fonner Director of the Nationa l 
Park of Butrint in Albania, told The Tirana 
Times (' Expert charges officials doing nothing 
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to protect national heritage ', 3 1 July 2006) 
that not enough is being done by A lbanian 
authorities to protect archaeologica l heritage. 
He said: 
• Authorities never updated international 

partners about the return of the Gllavenica 
Epitaph a few years after its theft from 
the National History Museum in the mid-
1990s. 
Looting at the archaeologica l s ite of Fi niq 
is being ignored. He added that a yea r ago 
he gave authorities a photo file of sto len 
pieces, wh ich he claims have been smug­
gled to Greece by an Archeology Instititute 
official. He says they have not responded. 

• Illega l digging is commonplace. 
He has dema nded, but not rece ived, an of­
ficia l exp lanation from the manager of the 
Butrint Foundation about the al leged 2004 
sa le to an Engli sh exped ition ofa collection 
of Crusader-era co ins found by loca ls. He 
cla ims the sa le was carried through with 
no officia l notice or inventory and without 
the involvement of the right people in the 
national park. 

• The nationa l museum, whi le still a wonder­
ful resource, is vulnerab le to thefts because 
of the lack of inventory (which Tare believes 
suits corrupt officia ls) and non-functioning 
security equi pment. 

Bulgaria 

June 2006: The Nationa l History Museum 
of Bulgaria opened an exhibition of illicit 
antiquities recovered by police in the towns 
ofKnezha and Veli ko Turnovo. Four people 
were arrested (who were also planning bank 
robberies) and police sa id they were looking 
at poss ible involvement of customs officers. 
Antiquities had been exported to Germany 
and the Netherlands. 

Archaeologist Dan iela Agre to ld the Ob­
server (D. McLaughlin , 'Bu lgaria fights 
to save its golden past from the curse of 
the gangsters', 24 September 2006) that in 
August she came across a Black Sea hotel 



owner destroying a 2000-year-old Thracian 
burial mound which , on excavation, was 
found to conta in go ld and sil ver j ewellery. 

Pakistan 

In an e laborate ceremony in Newark , NY, 
July 2006, US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Department and the Depart­
men t of Homeland Security returned to 
Pak istan 's consul-genera l a shipment of 
smuggled antiquities, including 39 Gand­
haran artefacts. The shipment, sent from 
Duba i, was impounded in 2004. 

Archaeo logists and museum profession­
als estimated the va lue of shipment of 625 
ancient statues impounded in Karachi at Rs 
30 million. They suspect that the antiquities 
may have come from the Swat area, but are 
also considering the possibility that they were 
smuggled from Afghani stan, or stolen from 
a private collection or museum. Offic ials of 
the Drug Enforcement Cell of the Preven­
tive Coll ectorate of the Pakistan Customs 
impounded the consignment, which was 
hidden in 376 packages stored in 23 wooden 
boxes in a container en route to Sh31jah. They 
re fused to name the clearing agents hand ling 
the shipment. This is second largest seizure 
made by Pakistani customs in a decade: last 
November a consignment of 1400 pieces was 
intercepted (' Antiques smuggling case: cus­
toms want clearing agents ' bail cancelled ', 
Daily Times Pakistan, 20 November 2006; 
'Customs foil bid to smuggle 625 relics' , 
Dawn, 19 November 2006). 

~ 

J. Paul Getty Museum 

• The Los Angeles Times rep011s thatthe 1. Paul 
Getty Trust paid $64,000 towards co ll ector 
and Getty trustee Barbara Fleischmans 's 
lega l fees when she gave a deposition on 
former cu rator Marion True 's behalf (R. 
Frammolino & J. Felch, ' Getty paid Trus­
tee 's lega l fees despite lawyer 's warning ' , 
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29 June 2006). Lawyers have advised the 
Trust that the payment may violate federal 
tax rules as the deposition was not directly 
related to her role as a trustee. 

• July 2006: ' After a thorough internal in­
vestigation ' , the J. Paul Getty Museum in 
Los Angeles agreed to return two items 
to Greece: a sixth-centu ry BC relief from 
Thassos and fourth-century BC tombstone 
from Thebes. In return, Greece offered a 
long-term loan of antiquiti es to the Getty. 
Further objects from the collection remain 
contentious. 

• The 1. Paul Getty Museum announced that 
it is tightening its acq uisitions pol icy (see: 
'Getty ti ghte ns acq uisitions policy ', Los 
Angeles Times, 27 October 2006). In order 
to acquire a n object there must now be 
documentation or substantial evidence to 
prove that: 

o the piece entered the USA by Novem­
ber 17, 1970, and there is no reason to 
suspect in was ill ega lly exported from 
its country of orig in ; 

o the item was out of its source country 
by 1970 and has been or w ill be lega lly 
imported to the USA; 

o the item was lega ll y exported after 1970 
and has been or w ill be legally imported 
to the USA . 

In October, the Corte Constituzionale in 
Italy approved the enactment of a law ex­
tending the statute of limitations on certain 
offences. This means that both Marion True 
and Robert Hecht, presently on tria l in Italy 
for dealing in and consp iring to receive illi c­
itl y-excavated artefacts, may escape charges 
on a techni ca lity (see: F. Castelli Gattinara, 
' Getty curator could escape charges on a 
technicality' , The Art Newspaper, No. 175, 
December 2006) . 

Following the threat of a cuitura l em­
bargo by Ita ly, the J. Paul Getty Museum 
agreed to return contested antiquities, in­
c luding the bronze statue ofa boy found in 
196 1 off the coast of Fano and bought by 
the Getty for $3 million (see: 'Getty agrees 



return of antiquities to Italy' , The Art News­
paper, No. 175, December 2006). 

November 2006: Greek prosecutors charged 
former Getty Museum curator Marion True 
with conspiring to receive sto len antiquities . 
The allegation concerns a go lden wreath, 
which was sold to a Getty representative 
in 1993 for £ 1.1 5 million. It is believed to 
have been removed illegally from an ancient 
tomb in Macedonia (see: K. Grohmann, 
'Former Getty curator charged with Greek 
art theft ', The Washington Post , 21 No­
vember 2006). According to Kathimerini 
('New antiquity charge fi led ', 22 November 
2006), five people were involved in getting 
the artefact to the United States after it was 
discovered by a farmer in Serres in 1990: 
two Greeks in Munich, a Serbian, and an 
antiquities dealer in Switzerland. 

Marion True wrote to the J. Paul Getty 
Trust in December 2006 complain ing that 
the J. Paul Getty Museum authorities have 
left her ' to carry the burden' of the case 
against the museum regarding its purchase 
oflooted antiquities from Greece and Italy. 
She claims in the letter that her superiors 
were well aware of the risks associated with 
the purchases and approved all the acqu isi­
tions. The J. Paul Getty Museum is paying 
for True's defence against prosecutions in 
Italy and Greece, but has stopped short of 
saying she is innocent or has been wrong ly 
charged (see: J. Felch & R. Frammolino, 
'Getty lets her take the fall' , Los Angeles 
Times , 29 December 2006). 

/VVVVVV'v'VVVVV 

Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

Illegal digging goes on in broad daylight 
around the vi ll age of Isar Marvinci , which 
is surrounded by remains dating back to the 
Bronze Age, according to a report in Kathi­
merini (' FY ROM treasures looted' , 3 January 
2007). There is little danger of looters being 
caught, as there is no local police force and 
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resources are scarce and there are no laws 
against the co llection and sa le of antiquities. 
One looter told the newspaper that if he did 
not take artefacts then the next looter or visi­
tor would take them . Coi ns are currently most 
sought after. 

Local archaeologist, Goran Karapetkov told 
The Economist (,Looting histOlY: a Balkan bat­
tle is on to save the past ', 23 November 2006), 
that in October looters dug up a bronze figurine 
of Apollo and sold it for €20,000 to a Greek 
dealer. He despairs of doing anything about the 
situation because he believes that COITupt police 
and customs agents were involved. 

Italy 

• Omero Bardo, tombarolo-turned-creator of 
modern replicas, told the New York Times 
that recent high-profile criminal cases have 
decimated the illicit market in Italy. He is 
quoted as saying: ' No one is digging tombs 
anymore because no one is buying' (see: E. 
Povoledo, 'Entrepreneur in Etruscan knock­
offs ', New York Times, 17 August 2006). 

The Ita li an government has written to co l­
lector Shelby White requesting the return of 
more than 20 artefacts from the collection 
she amassed with her late husband Leon 
Levy. They claim the artefacts were illegally 
removed from Italy but do not suggest that 
the couple acted crimina ll y in buying them. 
According to the New York Times (E. Pov­
oledo, 'Top collector is asked to relinquish 
artifacts', 29 November 2006) the request 
is timed to coincide with the opening of 
the new Greek and Roman ga lleries at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Fine Art, which 
are named after and were paid for by Levy 
and White and wi ll display some of the their 
collection. 

• A Roman statue and its head were returned 
to Italy in December 2006. The head (stolen 
in 1983 in Rome) was traced to an antiquities 
shop in Barcelona in 2005, whi le the headless 
body (sto len in 1986) was identified by Ital-



ian police in a Chri stie 's auction catalogue in 
New York in 2002 (see: '2nd century statue 
and marble head stol en in 1980s returned to 
Italy from New York, Spain ', International 
Herald Tribune, 12 December 2006). 

In September 2006, convicted Itali an antiqui­
ties dea ler Giacomo Medici offered to return 
a previously unknown ancient masterpiece 
which he refers to as ' Object X' in exchange 
for a reduction of hi s I O-year prison sentence 
and EI 0 million fi ne. Prosecutor Paolo Ferri 
said that he wo uld rather lose Medici's mas­
terpiece than get duped, fearing the offer is 
a bluff (see: V. Sil ver, ' Art smuggler offers 
Italy mystery masterpiece "X" to end tri al' , 
Bloomberg.com, 25 September 2006) 

Terror funding 

The Art and Antiques Uni t, Scotland Yard , 
London, say that money f ro m antiquiti es 
looted in the Middle East is definitely funding 
terrori sts. Examples offaked ' Mesopotamian' 
art which have been confi scated in the UK 
were also shown at an exhibition offorged art­
work se ized by the Unit (M. Holden, ' Forged 
Iraq art used to fund terrorism', Reuters, 22 
November, 2006). 

Afghanistan 

The Afghani stan Museum in Exil e, founded 
in 1999 by Paul Bucherer- Diestschi to house 
artefacts saved during the confli ct in Afghani­
stan, is to close and its co ll ections will return 
to Kabul now that Unesco has deemed the 
situation to be sa fe (see: M. Bail ey, ' Exiled 
antiquiti es reM 'ned to Afghanista n' , The Art 
Newspaper, No. 174, November 2006). 

Egypt 

Archaeol ogists discovered a buri al complex 
dating to the O ld Kingdom when they carri ed 
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on digging a looter 's hole at Saqqara after the 
thi eves were caught. It appears to be the rest­
ing place of three Royal dentists. 

Greece 

In November, three men and a woman were 
arrested in Larissa, central Greece when they 
offe red to se ll an undercover poli ceman 170 
illega ll y excavated antiqui ties for E200,000. 
The items are bel ieved to have come from a 
Classica l s ite near the village ofPe lasgia (see: 
' Arrests over antiqui ty stash', Kathimerini, 4 
November 2006) 

Iran 

Archaeologists have been carry ing out a res­
cue dig at the Babajian mound in Lorestan 
Prov ince after ill ega l excavati ons there. 
Looters have a lmost completely destroyed 
the prev io us ly un in vest igated ceme te ry 
site, which is beli eved to date to 1300 Be, 
and it is unclea r if anything now remains 
(see: ' Smugglers enti ce archaeo logists to 
excavate Babajian ancient mound ', Mehr 
News Agency, 10 October 2006). 

Items which appea r to be very like the type 
looted from Jiroft (a lso see: ' In the news ' , 
CWC, Issue 15 (A utumn 2004)) were of­
fe red for sa le by Salander Decorative Arts of 
Manhatta n. Managing director Diane Buck­
ley to ld The Art Newspaper that they had no 
idea the pieces might be a problem, and that 
they were from a pri vate collecti on in New 
York , but re fused to name the collector (see: 
J. E. Kaufman, ' Were these obj ects looted 
fro m Iran' , No. 175 , December 2006). 

Libya 

Giuma Anag, directo r of Libya 's Bureau of 
Antiquiti es, says that looting is a big problem 
in the country and that it is di ffic ult to esti-



mate the extent of the loss. In an interview 
with Archaeology magazine (Conversations: 
'Saved by sand, the challenge ofpreservation 
in Libya' , Volume 59, Number 6, Novem­
ber/December 2006) he refers to the case of 
the Castiglione brothers, found guilty of theft 
in 1983, and a statue of Hades from Cyrene 
retrieved from an auction in Maastricht. He 
would like to see increased policing of sites 
and museums, and cultural property treaties 
with the USA and other nations to act as dis­
incentives. 

Zimbabwe museum theft 

Objects stolen from the Zimbabwe National 
Gallery in Harare in June 2006 were recovered 
when offered for sale to an American collec­
tor/dealer by a se ller in Poland. Recognizing 
the pieces, the collector contacted Ton Crem­
ers, director of the Museum Security Network, 
who had published photographs of the stolen 
pieces shortly after the theft. Polish police 
confiscated the objects and the thief has now 
been arrested thanks to the efforts of interna­
tional authorities (see: ' Ethnographic objects 
sto len in National Gallery Harare, Zimbabwe, 
June 2006 all recovered in Poland ', Mu­
sellin Security Network, I I December 2006, 
http://msn-Iist.te .verweg. com/2006-Decem­
ber/006493. html). 

India 

In September 2006 thieves broke into Patna 
Museum and stole at least 17 ex tremely rare 
statues of Buddha and Mahavir from the 
first floor. They used a bamboo ladder to 
scale the building and police were not rul­
ing out the poss ibility that the heist was an 
inside job. The robbery followed the theft 
of objects found during excavations at Mu­
zaffarpur, Bodh Gaya and Darbhanga three 
months earlier, which highlighted the lack 
of security at the museum (see: P.K. Chaud­
hary, ' Museum did not heed warnings ' , The 
Times olIndia, 26 September 2006). The 
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border with Nepal was sealed following the 
theft with eve ry person crossing the border 
from either side being checked (see: 'Bi­
har-Nepal border sealed following museum 
heist' , Paino Daily , 27 September 2006). 

In an undercover operation in Benares, Uttar 
Pradesh, India, police arrested five suspects 
for allegedly trying to sell a stolen idol 
(see: 'Priceless I ndian statue recovered' , 
BBe News, 10 October 2006). The statue, 
of Buddha sitting in meditation, was stolen 
during a break in at Patna Museum (see: 'In 
the news ' , ewe, Issue 18 (Spring 2006». 

Police in the state of Bihar have set up a 
special force, led by 25 specially trained 
officers, to tackle increased theft and smug­
gling of Buddhist antiquities. More than 
3600 have been smuggled out of the state 
in the last year. Criminal gangs there have 
taken advantage oflack oflaw and order and 
poor policing of the border with Nepal (see: 
B. Majamdar, ' India to curb smuggling of 
Buddhist rei ics' , New Scolsman, 17 October 
2006). 

The temple-rich states of Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu are suffering 
most from looting by antiquities smug­
glers, according to The Times o//ndia (see: 
M. Pandey, 'Latest theft only the tip of an 
iceberg' , 28 September 2006). The recovelY 
rate is low, with artefacts recovered in only 
14 of the 44 theft cases recorded in the last 
fi ve years (32 of which occurred in the last 
three years alone). 

December 2006: Six ancient Bihar statues, 
seized at Heathrow airport in August 2005, 
were returned to Indian authorities at a cere­
mony in London. They weighed 172 kg and 
were estimated to be worth £3000- £5000 
each (see: P. Sonwalkar, ' India gets back 
antique statues seized in Britain', Telugu 
Porlal, 14 December 2006). 

December 2006: Following a tip-off, Crime 
Branch officials in Delhi arrested Manoj 



Soni , a go ldsmi th from Humayunpur for 
trying to se ll an anc ient ashtad hatu Majavira 
statue nea r the Shri Ram Institute in Maurice 
Nagar (see: ' Po li ce seek help from archae­
ologist to track Ja in statue mystery ', Delhi 
Newsline, Express India, 5 December 2006) . 

Switzerland 

• October 2006: The Ita li an and Swiss gov­
ernments signed an agreement to combat 
smuggling of antiquities across the border. 
Itnpol1ers will now have to show customs 
offic ials in both coun tries ev idence prov ing 
an artefact's o rig in and lawful ex port. 

• December 2006: The Peruvian and Swiss 
governments signed a bi -Iateral agreement 
to combat traffick ing in sto len Peru vian 
antiquities . 

Cambodia 

• October 2006: Austra lian touri st Steven 
Doyle was arrested fo r stealing three Ang­
kor stone sculptures after a ti p-off to police 
from hotel staff. When it emerged that he had 
purchased the small carvings, he was charged 
with attempting to take cul tu rally-significa nt 
artefacts out of the coun try without authori­
zation and ordered to pay $A 1345. Doyle 
sa id he did not know it was illega l to take 
such items out of the country. 

• September 2006: Sometime after midni ght 
one ni ght during the week-long Festi va l of 
The Dead ce lebrations thi eves broke into 
the Wat Botum Vatey pagoda and sto le a 70 
kg statue of sitting Buddha. T he statue was 
on fu ll di splay in the main area of worship 
during the day, but locked away at ni ght. 
Police have no leads so fa r but be li eve more 
than one person must have been invo lved 
because of the we ight of the statue, and fea r 
that the piece will be smuggled across the 
border fo r sa le on the art market. 

/VVVVVVVVV\/VV' 
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Romania 

In Novembe r 2006 it was a nnounced that 
an exceptionall y rare go ld Dac ian brace let, 
noticed on the Ari adne Ga llery (New York) 
stand at the Pari s Grand Pa lais Biennia l Ex­
hi bition in September, wo uld be returned to 
Romania and di sp layed in the Treasury Hall 
at the Nationa l History Museum (the on ly 
Roman ian institution w ith su itab le security) . 
It is be li eved to have been sto len fro m the 
Sarmisegetuza Regia archaeo logica l site in 
the Orasti ei Mounta ins and has been valued at 
£ 1.5 million. T he item wi ll sti ll be presented 
as ev idence in a pending lawsui t. 

Croatia 

All the m1efacts stolen during a break-in at the 
archaeology museum of Vin kovci in eastern 
Croatia have been recovered. The thief was 
arrested in Vinkovc i with the six kilo coll ection 
of anc ient go ld in September, days after the 
theft. He had no idea of the value of the items 
(which included pre-Roman and Roman coins 
and a 5000-year-old medallion that had been 
kept in the museum safe fo r securi ty reasons) 
and was offering them for sa le fo r only £300 
(see: Croat ian po lice nab thief of price less 
go ld co ll ecti on, Deutsche Press Agentur, 20 
September 2006) . 

Palestine and Israel 

The leader of the Bedouin vill age of Herod ian 
te lls the Boston Globe of the vill agers' expedi­
tions into the Judean hill s with sleeping bags 
and too ls to rob ancient tombs. They are driven 
by necessity in the face of the deteriorating 
economic s ituation in Pa lestine. He displays 
a tab le full of artefacts and exp la ins that he 
has become expert in recognizing archaeo­
log ica l artefacts, and how items are so ld to 
dea lers in Bethlehem and Jerusa lem and the 
proceeds shared in the vi llage. The most va lu­
able thing fo und was a Bar Kochba era co in, 



so ld for $ I 5,000 - usua ll y $300- $400 is 
the max imum price rea li zed for an item, and 
then onl y a couple of ti mes a month (see: M. 
Kalman, 'Tomb-raiding tradition thriving in 
West Bank', 3 I December 2006) . 

Jordan 

An attempt to smuggle antiqui ties ove r the 
border at Al Omari in a secret compartment in 
a truck was fo il ed by Jordan ian Customs of­
fic ials in December (see: Jordan News Agency, 
27 December 2006). 

Nigeria 

In a report by the Daily Sun, Nige ri a ('Nok, 
Nok, who's the re?', 30 Novembe r 2006), 
Mr Gang Cha i Mang, head of Nok stat ion 
of the Nati ona l Comm iss ion fo r Museums 
and Monuments (NCMM) sa id that there are 
only three security personnel to wa tch over 10 
archaeo logica l s ites, numerous cave sites and 
a ga ll ery of artefacts, which are sp read over a 
very wide area. He says they have been lucky 
at the Nok museum in that they have experi­
enced no thefts to date . It is hoped that changes 
in directorship of the NCMM may speed up 
plans draw n up by the Kaduna State Touri sm 
Board to build new fac ili ties and fulfi l to uri st 
potenti a l in the area. 

Algeria 

During the fi rst II months of 2006, Algeri an 
customs offic ia ls se ized 947 archaeo log ica l 
artefacts fo und in touri sts' luggage at Tiska 
airport in Djanet (Sahara desert). They were 
fro m the site of Tass ili n ' Ajjer and returned to 
Djanet museum (see: ' Almost 1,000 arti fac ts 
seized at Algeri an airport ' , Middle East Times , 
20 December 2006). 
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Sevso silver 

The controve rs ia l Sevso Treasure, which was 
the subject of a lawsui t in the 1990s, was 
di splayed at a private exhi b ition at Bonhams 
auct ion house in London in October 2006 
(see: M. Bailey, ' Bonhams to show Sevso 
sil ver ' , The Art Newspaper, No. 173, Octo­
ber 2006) . Bonhams now suggest that ea rli er 
lega l obstacles preventing the sa le of the Ro­
man sil ver hoard have been reso lved - even 
though it had assured The AI" Newspaper in 
September that they had no plans to sell the 
treasure on behalf of the owner, the Marquess 
of Northampton. Bonhams now says it might 
(see: M. Bail ey, 'Bonhams U-turn on Sevso 
s il ve r ', The Art Newspaper, No. 174, No­
vember 2006) . Lawyers acting on beha lf of 
Hungary, which c laims the treasure, wrote to 
Bonhams and the Marquess highlighting the ir 
claim, which Ludov ic de Walden, lawyer fo r 
the Marquess, says was dism issed in the New 
York COlII'tcase. 
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The lost, found, 
lost again and found again 
Gospel of Judas 

A review of: 
The Secrets 0/ Jut/as by James M. Robinson 
(New York , HarperSanFranci sco, 
ISBN-13 978-0-06-117063-8). 

TIle Gospelo/Jut/as, editcd by Rodolphc 
Kasser, Marvin Mcyer & Gregor Wurst 
(Washington DC, Nationa l Geographic, 
ISBN-1 3 978-1-4262-0042-7). 

TIle Lost Gospel, by Herbert Krosney 
(Washington DC, National Geographic, 
ISBN-1 3 978-1-4262-0041-0). 

NEIL BRODIE 

O n 6 April 2006 the National Geographic 
Society announced that a projec t funded 

by the Nati onal Geographic and the Waitt In­
stitute for Historica l Discovery in co ll aboration 
with the Maecenas Foundation for Ancient Art 
had restored and translated a prev ious ly unseen 
Gospel o f Judas. The Gospel was discovered in 
Egypt and ultimate ly it will be donated to the 
Coptic Museum in Cairo. It was featured in the 
April 2006 issue of the National Geographic 
magazine and in a National Geographic tel ev ision 
documentary programme that is now ava il able 
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on DVD. It also forms the subject matter of two 
Nati onal Geographic books that are rev iewed 
here, one authored by Krosney and the other ed­
ited by Kasser el al. The third book under review 
is by James Robinson of C laremont G raduate 
Uni versity, who has known about the existence 
of the Judas Gospel since 1983 and who has now 
written hi s own acco unt of the events leading up 
to the Gospe l's publication. 

These three books have much to say that is of 
theo logica l inte rest, but between them they a lso 
cast a great deal of li ght on the trading hi story 
of the Gospel, which stretches back to the 1970s 
or ea rli er, when it was di scovered in Egypt. The 
amoun t 0 f prove nance-re lated info rmat ion pub­
lished is unusual for what would norma ll y be 
conside red an ' unprovenanced ' antiquit y, and 
offers a good opportunity to consider the organ i­
zati on and operat ion of the underground trade in 
ancient manusc ripts, as well as the actions and 
moti va ti ons of the people invo lved. 

The books agree in outline about the sequence 
of events leading up to the National Geographic 
proj ec t, though there are some interesting dif­
ferences o f opinion about key issues. None of 
the authors can be conside red an unbiased com­
mentato r. The Krosney and Kasser books are 
published by National Geographic and are clearly 
intended by National Geographic to constitute the 
authorized acco unts o f the Gospel 's di scovery 
and publ ication, Krosney up to the year 200 I, 
Kasser after that date . Robinson had himse l ftried 
but failed over many years to secure access to the 



Gospel, and so his book provides a more sceptical 
account of events and of the main protagonists. 
His Preface sets the tone when he says that his 

narration is not expurgated, sanitized, cleaned up 
to make it an appetizing story. What has gone on in 
this money-making venture is not a pleasant story 
- about how all this has been sprung upon us, the 
reading and viewing public - and you have a right 
to know what has gone on (p. vii). 

The books also make use of different primary 
sources. Krosney's role as official chronicler 
seems to have afforded him access to several 
people who had come into contact with the Gos­
pel while it was still on the market, and he relies 
particularly on the testimony of Mario Roberty 
and Frieda Tchacos-Nussberger, principles of the 
Maecenas Foundation and present owners of the 
Gospel. By contrast, for his commercial infonna­
tion, Robinson draws upon the website of Michel 
van Rijn, l and he was provided with infonnation 
by many of his academic colleagues that was not 
available to Krosney. 

The Gospel of Judas is a third- or fourth­
century AD Coptic translation of a Greek original 
composed in the second century AD, one of four 
Coptic texts found together in leather-bound 
papyrus codex. The codex is not intact but what . . 
survIves compnses: 
Pages 1-9, Letter of Peter to Philip, also known 

from Nag Hammadi Codex VIII; 
Pages 10-32, 'James', a version ofa text known 

from Nag Hammadi Codex V; 
Pages 33-58, Gospel of Judas, text previously 

unknown; 
Pages 59-66, Book of Allogenes (provisional 

title), previously unknown. 
(Kasser p. 49). 

The discovery of the codex 
Krosney's account of the discovery of the codex 
leans heavily on the testimony of an Alexandrian 
art dealer, hiding behind the pseudonym Joanna 
Landis, who claims to have been taken to the 
place of discovery in 1978 by a friend of the 
finder. The finder is now dead, but in 2005 Landis 
obtained more infonnation over the telephone 
from another of the finder's friends. The story 
goes that the codex was discovered sometime 
during the middle to late 1970s inside a white 
limestone sarcophagus that had been deposited 
in a still uninvestigated catacomb in the Jebel 
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Qarara on the east bank of the Nile in Al Minya 
province. Along with the sarcophagus were two 
caskets, also containing texts, and found with 
the codex inside the sarcophagus were a human 
skeleton and some Roman glass flasks. Different 
accounts of the discovery stem from dealer Hanna 
who subsequently bought the codex. Ultimately, 
however, any report of the codex's discovery is 
hearsay. None have been and perhaps cannot be 
corroborated - at this distance in time they are 
best discounted. 

The provenance of the codex 1980-1999 
By 1980, the codex had reached the hands of 
a Cairo-based antiquities dealer, identified in 
Krosney's book by the pseudonym Hanna Asabil, 
by Robinson as Hanna, and henceforth here as 
Hanna. Kasser (p. 51) thinks that Hanna would 
not have realized the significance of the codex and 
must have been alerted to its value by European 
papyrologists. Krosney concurs, reporting that 
Ludwig Koenen of the University of Cologne 
and, after 1975, the University of Michigan was 
an active buyer in the 1960s and 70s and 'opened 
the eyes of the dealers' to the value of ancient 
papyri (p. 40), but that it was probably the pa­
pyrologist Manfredo Manfredi of the University 
of Florence who suggested to Hanna it might be 
worth $3 million (p. 41). 

I n March 1980, Hanna gathered his stock 
together in his apartment in readiness for a visit 
by a female friend of the Greek antiquities dealer 
Nikolas Koutoulakis. Known familiarly as Mia 
or Effie, she introduced some customers who 
agreed to buy Hanna's entire stock before leav­
ing to fetch their money, which they said was on 
their yacht in Alexandria. They never returned. 
The next day Hanna's apartment was burgled 
and his entire stock, including the Coptic codex 
and some other papyrus manuscripts, written in 
Greek, was stolen. 

Not surprisingly, Hanna suspected a Greek 
connection, and in 1981, 18 months after the 
burglary, he turned to Athenian art collector and 
occasional dealer Yannis Perdios for help in re­
covering the stolen material. Perdios persuaded 
Koutoulakis and Mia to meet with Hanna in 
Cairo, though the meeting proved inconclusive. 
In 1982, Hanna, Perdios and Koutoulakis met 
again, this time in Geneva. Koutoulakis told 



Hanna that he had come into possession of the 
stolen papyrus manuscripts, including the codex, 
and would return them, but nothing else that had 
been stolen.2 Hanna, with no real options to do 
otherwise, accepted the offer. He then deposited 
the codex in a safe deposit box in a Geneva bank, 
and together with Perdios proceeded to look for a 
buyer. Perdios sent photographs of the material to 
several potential purchasers, incl uding Koenen, 
and also gave some photographs to the antiquities 
dealer Frieda Tchacos-Nussberger (henceforth 
Tchacos) whom he visited at her Zurich Galerie 
Nefer. The identity of the person who burgled 
Hanna's apartment, or of the person who initiated 
the theft, remains unknown. 

From this point on, the provenance of the Judas 
Gospel becomes more secure. Koenen wanted 
to inspect Hanna's papyrus manuscripts with a 
view to purchase. He came to Geneva with two 
Michigan colleagues (David Noel Freedman and 
Astrid Beck), where they were joined by Stephen 
Emmel, then of Yale University, who had been 
nominated to attend by James Robinson. The 
Michigan contingent was interested in buying 
the Greek papyri, while Emmel was authorized 
to buy the Coptic codex. Between them, they had 
something like $150,000 available for purchase. 
The meeting took place on 15 May 1983, but 
Hanna's asking price of$3 million was more than 
the visiting academics could afford. The meeting 
broke up and the codex was returned to the bank 
vault. Soon afterwards, Emmel wrote down what 
he recalled seeing of the manuscripts on offer, and 
sent his memorandum to Robinson. The memo­
randum's contents were not made public at the 
time because Robinson and Emmel did not want 
the vendors to discover the significance of the ma­
terial on offer and so increase its price. Robinson 
did, however, communicate some of the memo­
randum's content to various colleagues, including 
Hans-Gebhard Bethge (then at Berlin's Humboldt 
University) and Marvin Meyer (then a student of 
Robinson), who both made early mentions of the 
codex in their academic publications. 

Emmel's memorandum is the earliest reliable 
account of the composition and condition of 
Hanna's papyri, including the codex, and in his 
book Robinson publishes it for the first time (pp. 
117-20) and discusses its content in some detail. 
Emmel recorded three boxes containing papyri, 
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which comprised a mathematical treatise and a 
Book of Exodus, both in Greek, a Coptic manu­
script Letters of Paul, and a Coptic codex with 
its back cover missing. The codex contained the 
First Apocalypse of James and the Letter of Peter 
to Philip, both texts already known to scholars, 
and a third, previously unknown text. He thought 
there were also possibly the remains of a second 
Coptic codex. Emmel counted page numbers in 
the codex up to 60, and he suspected that the back 
part of the codex might have been missing along 
with its back cover. 

After the intended Geneva transaction had 
fallen through, in 19~4 Hanna took the codex 
to the United States to look for a better market. 
He had good contacts in the Coptic community 
of New Jersey, who arranged a meeting for him 
with the Manhattan book dealer Hans P. Kraus, 
but again no sale was agreed. A second meeting 
between Kraus and Hanna was arranged for 27 
March 1984 in the Columbia University office 
of Classicist Roger Bagnall. Bagnall later told 
Krosney that he had recognized the codex texts 
as 'Nag Hammadi' (p. 149), but at that time the 
Gospel of Judas had still not been identified. 
Again, however, the asking price was too high. 
Disillusioned, Hanna placed the codex in a safe 
deposit box at Citibank in Hicksville, Long Is­
land, and returned home to Cairo. 

The codex was to remain undisturbed in its 
box for 16 years. During that time, Robinson, 
who was in receipt of Emmel's report and of 
some photographs he had been sent by Koenen, 
had found a possible buyer for the codex in the 
person of Norwegian collector Martin Sch0yen. 
Robinson also in 1990 made contact with Perdios 
in Athens. Between them they arranged that Per­
dios, Hanna, Robinson and Scheyen should meet 
in New York in January 1991 to discuss a possible 
sale, but the meeting was cancelled when Hanna 
refused to leave Egypt in the run-up to the 1991 
Gulf War. Robinson didn't give up there. Krosney 
records that in 1994 Sch0yen visited Robinson in 
Claremont,and in August the same year Robinson 
travelled to Norway to view Sch0yen's collection. 
Sch0yen subsequently bought 10 Dead Sea Scroll 
fragments 'that were housed at Claremont', each 
containing one letter, for $50,000, and Krosney 
goes on to make the alarming allegation that 
Robinson personally transported the fragments 



from Claremont to Norway, carrying them in 
a pouch around his neck to avoid attracting the 
attention of either US or Norwegian customs (p. 
161). Not surprisingly perhaps, Robinson makes 
no mention of this escapade in his own account 
of events. In 1997 Robinson again made contact 
with Perdios, but nothing came of it. 

The provenance of the codex 2000-2004 
After meeting with Perdios at her Zurich gallery 
in 1982, Tchacos had contacted the J. Paul Getty 
Museum curator Jiri Frel about a possible sale, 
who had in tum put her in touch with PhD student 
Roy Kotansky at the University of Chicago's 
Divinity School, though there does not appear to 
have been any follow up. Seventeen years later, 
in 1999, she received a phone call from a Greek 
person offering her a manuscript. She asked for 
photographs, which she then sent for identifica­
tion to Robert Babcock, curator at the Beinecke 
Library at Yale University. Babcock advised that 
the manuscript most likely comprised pages taken 
from the Coptic codex recorded by Emmel in 
Geneva. Tchacos subsequently bought them. The 
photographs supplied to Tchacos had been taken 
against the background of a Greek newspaper 
dated to 21 October 1982, and she thinks the 
Greek seller was most probably Mia. 

Tchacos remembered the visit of Perdios 16 
years earlier. She had done business with Hanna 
since the 1970s, and in late 1999 during a visit to 
Egypt she made contact with him, and managed 
to persuade him to meet her in New York where 
she would buy the papyri. The purchase was 
agreed on 4 April 2000 for a price said by Tchacos 
to have been in the neighbourhood of $300,000 
(Cockburn 2006, 93). Unfortunately, the papyri 
had deteriorated badly during their 16-year so­
journ in the safe deposit box, and were clearly 
in need of expert attention. Tchacos deposited 
them with Babcock at Yale, where they were also 
examined by Bentley Layton and Harry Attridge, 
both also of Yale. Layton became the first person 
to recognize that one of the previously unknown 
Coptic texts in the codex was in fact the Gospel of 
Judas. By August 2000, however, Yale's lawyers 
had vetoed the purchase of the codex because of 
its uncertain provenance, and it was returned to 
Tchacos. 

According to Krosney (p. 211), the London-
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based dealer Bill Veres had visited Tchacos in 
Zurich in June 2000 and suggested that the manu­
script dealer Bruce Ferrini of Akron, Ohio might 
be a potential buyer. Veres had been introduced to 
Ferrini by a curator of ancient coins at Oxford's 
Ashmolean Museum. Tchacos contacted Ferrini, 
and after retrieving the papyri from Yale, she 
travelled to Akron where they agreed a sale on 
8 September 2000. The price was $2.5 million, 
and in return for the papyri Ferrini handed over 
two post-dated cheques for $1.25 million each, 
one dated to 15 January 2001 and the other to 15 
February 2001. Robinson quotes from the sales 
contract, which was subsequently posted by van 
Rijn on his website. 

Ferrini's backer was US businessman James 
Ferrell, who arrived in Akron a few days later. 
However, by that time, Ferrell had lost faith in 
Ferrini and decided against buying the papyri. It is 
said that Ferrini had deep frozen the manuscripts 
to help separate the pages. On 11 September 200 1 
Ferrini offered them to Sch0yen, but Sch0yen's 
valuation of $986,000 fell far short of Ferrini's 
requirements. Krosney (p. 215) suggests that 
Ferrini was in financial trouble, and Tchacos 
was worried that he might fail to honour the 
cheques. Ferrini himself has claimed that he 
pulled out of the deal because he didn't believe 
Tchachos's account of provenance (Schutten 
2005). In December 2000 Tchacos and her lawyer 
Mario Roberty met with Ferrini and his lawyer 
Eric Kaufman in New York. Roberty had already 
spoken to Ferrini in October 2000 about the pos­
sibility of a charitable foundation to conserve and 
exploit the codex, and at the December meeting 
the idea was explored further through the concept 
of the' Logos Project'. 

According to Krosney (pp. 211-13), the idea 
of a foundation set up to conserve, publish and 
exploit the commercial content of the manuscripts 
occurred first to Ferrini and Veres, in autumn 
2000. The plan was to put together teams that 
would perform the necessary scholarly work, 
another team 'to Do Film Journalism', while 
Ferrini and a friend would 'Sensationalize and 
Romanticize'. In a memorandum dating to 15 
December 2000 quoted in part by Krosney, and 
more extensively by Robinson from a copy that 
is available on van Rijn's website, Roberty built 
on their idea and outlined to Kaufman plans for a 



proposed Logos Project, which would be a chari­
table trust under Swiss law. Ferrini would pay 
Tchacos $300,000 for the mathematical treatise 
and the Letters of Paul, he would return the codex 
and the Book of Exodus to Tchacos (in exchange 
for his cheques), Tchacos would then transfer 
the manuscripts to the Logos Project in return 
for 80 per cent of the Project's future income 
from commercialization. Ferrini was offered the 
option of buying into the Project for $1,100,000 
in exchange for half of Tchacos's rights to any 
future revenues. The purpose of the Logos Project 
would be to: 

... save and publish the Gospel of Judas and other 
related manuscripts for the benefit ofhistorical truth 
and to generate the funds necessary for this task as 
well as for the compensation of the expenses and 
efforts incurred by he promoters, leaving them with 
a decent profit. 

Ferrini could not have been too keen on the idea 
of collaboration, because Roberty decided to 
involve Michel van Rijn as a means of bringing 
pressure to bear on him. Van Rijn maintains a 
widely-read and scurrilous website on which 
he reports and passes opinion on the illegal art 
and antiquities trades. On 27 January 2001, he 
announced to the world that Ferrini was in pos­
session of a papyrus codex containing the Gospel 
of Judas, that Tchacos had set up a public foun­
dation to arrange for its receipt, but that Ferrini 
was trying to sell it to Japan. He also hinted of 
legal proceedings and criminal prosecutions. 
This web posting seems to be the first public an­
nouncement of the existence of the Judas Gospel. 
Robinson suggests, from reading an e-mail sent 
by Roberty to van Rijn that was available on van 
Rijn's website, that Roberty had actually written 
the text for this posting (Robinson p. 135). [fhe 
is right, then Roberty was directly responsible 
for leaking news about the Gospel. Roberty was 
later to admit that 'deploying van Rijn worked' 
(Cockburn 2006, 95), a surprising admission 
perhaps for a practising lawyer, but he was right, 
and within a month the codex was back in the 
possession of Tchacos. 

On 16 February 2001 at Akron, Ferrini paid 
Tchacos $100,000 for the Greek mathematical 
treatise and returned to her the remaining papyri, 
including the codex. Krosney (p. 228) states that 
it was on the flight home to Switzerland that Rob­
erty persuaded Tchacos to hand over the papyri to 
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his Maecenas Foundation for Ancient Art, though 
van Rijn's web posting of 27 January 2001 had 
already mentioned the existence of a 'public 
foundation'. Kasser says that the Maecenas Foun­
dation was founded by Roberty in 1994 (p. 55) 
and according to Krosney it has 'participated ac­
tively in supporting several archaeological digs in 
Egypt, safekeeping the archaeological collection 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, and cooperating in 
other archaeological projects in the various coun­
tries of the former Soviet Union as well as China' 
(pp. 228-9). Robinson suggests otherwise - that 
the only purpose of the Maecenas Foundation is 
'to commercialize The Gospel of Judas and other 
less sensational texts' (p. 139). His view is shared 
by Ted Waitt, who ultimately provided financial 
support for the National Geographic project 
(see below), and who has been quoted as saying 
that the 'foundation is just a vehicle for Mario 
Roberty and Frieda Tchacos ... to make money' 
(Bell 2006). On 19 February 2001 the codex was 
imported into Switzerland as the property of the 
Maecenas Foundation. Roberty has been quoted 
as saying that in exchange for the codex he paid 
Tchacos $1.5 million and half of any proceeds 
that might accrue from its commercialization, 
and that he put $1 million into the initial work 
of restoration (Gugliotta & Cooperman 2006). 
This transaction has been confirmed by Tchacos 
(Felch & Frammolino 2006). 

Ferrini subsequently separated the Greek 
mathematical treatise into two parts. One part 
he sold to an unnamed US collector through the 
mediation of London dealer Sam Fogg. It is being 
studied by Alexander Jones of the University of 
Toronto together with Columbia's Roger Bagnall. 
The second part (of three pages) he sold to US 
collector Lloyd Cotsen, who deposited it in the 
University of Princeton's archives, where it was 
recognized by Jones. Ferrini filed for bankruptcy 
on 15 September 2005. 

Ferrini also involved Charles Hedrick of 
Southwest Missouri State University. Hedrick 
occasionally identified material for Ferrini, and 
in late 2000 Ferrini sent him nearly 200 digital 
images and photographs of the codex and associ­
ated papyri. Hedrick circulated these images and 
his own transcriptions of the texts to several of 
his colleagues, including Robinson. Tchacos and 
Roberty were alarmed by the prospect of Hedrick 



publishing a full translation of the Gospel before 
their own plans were fully mature because, ac­
cording to Krosney, a pre-emptive publication 
would lead to 'misinterpretation or inaccurate 
speculation' (p. 252), or, according to Robinson, 
it might threaten their chances of' of making big 
money from sensationalizing the text' (p. 144). 
Ferrini's despatch of photographs was in breach 
of his agreement with Tchacos, by which he was 
obliged to return all photographs and images of 
the papyri to Tchacos along with the material 
itself. When they became aware of Hedrick's 
photographs, Tchacos and Roberty contacted him 
through a Cleve lend law firm. Hedrick replied 
that he held the material legally and in June 2002 
he gave first notice in the academic literature of 
the existence of the Judas Gospel in Bible Review 
(Robinson p. 131). Hedrick had transcribed and 
translated pages 40 and 54--62 of the codex. 

On 24 July 2001, Roberty and Tchacos met 
Coptologist Rodolphe Kasser of the University 
of Geneva at a cafe in Zurich to show him the 
codex and to explain their plans for its restora­
tion, publication and eventual return to the Coptic 
Museum, and a follow-up meeting in September 
included Florence Darbre, chief restorer from the 
Bibliotheque Bodmer. After this second meeting, 
the manuscripts were deposited with Kasser and 
Darbre for restoration, conservation and study. 
F or three years they worked on the material and 
were joined by Martin Krause, formerly of the 
University of Miinster, who was later succeeded 
by Gregor Wurst, also of Munster. 

On 1 July 2004, Kasser, speaking at the Eight 
International Congress of the International Asso­
ciation for Coptic Studies in Paris, announced the 
existence of a previously unseen Gnostic Gospel 
of Judas. He said that restoration work was being 
supported by an anonymous Swiss foundation 
and the intention was that the codex would be 
returned to Egypt. 

The National Geographic project 
Krosney first heard about the Gospel of Judas in 
autumn 2000 from a client of Ferrini, and by June 
2004 he had tracked it down to Switzerland. He 
approached the National Geographic Society about 
publication opportunities and must have convinced 
them because on 5 December 2004 a team as­
sembled by the National Geographic met at Nyon 
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in Switzerland with Kasser, Darbre, Tchacos and 
Roberty. The National Geographic team comprised 
Bart Ehrman of the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, radiocarbon specialist Timothy Jull 
of the University of Arizona, and Stephen Emmel; 
they were joined by John Huebesch of the Waitt 
Institute for Historic Discovery. 

Van Rijn must have had notice of this meet­
ing, presumably from Roberty, as he had already 
announced on his website on 3 December 2004 
that the National Geographic were going to film 
the Gospel. He had also mounted a photograph 
of the final page of the Judas Gospel together 
with Hedrick's translation of the text. Robinson 
thinks this was the first public mention of Na­
tional Geographic involvement, but that at the 
time it attracted little attention (pp. 161-2). On 
31 March 2005 van Rijn published photographs 
of three pages of the Allogenes text, together with 
transcriptions and translations by Hedrick. In 
November 2005 Robinson was contacted by the 
journalist Patrick-Jean Baptiste, who told him that 
National Geographic planned three books as well 
as magazine articles and television programmes. 
Robinson was able to reveal these plans on 20 
November at the Society of Biblical Literature 
meeting in Philadelphia. Baptiste himself pub­
lished in the January 2006 issue of Sciences et 
Avenir. 

After National Geographic's 2006 launch, it 
was reported in the press that in 2005 the National 
Geographic had indeed bought the publication 
rights for the contents of the Judas Gospel with $1 
million donated by the Waitt Institute (Gugliotta & 
Cooperman 2006). The full financial details of the 
arrangement have not been made public, though 
a spokesman told the Washington Post that Mae­
cenas would receive 'some compensation' from 
book sales (Gugliotta & Cooperman 2006). 

The deterioration of the codex since its 
discovery 
The extent of deterioration of the codex since its 
discovery can be assessed from the expert albeit 
limited examination of Emmel in ] 983 (Robin­
son pp. 117-20), and the more thorough report 
on the present condition of the codex produced 
by Kasser and his team. Emmel thought that the 
codex had probably been discovered intact. He 
noted that the front leather cover of the codex 



was present, but that the back cover, with part 
of what is now known to be the fourth text, had 
probably disappeared since discovery. There 
were between 54 and 56 pages. By the time Em­
mel saw the codex it had been divided into two 
parts by a horizontal break, so that all pages were 
represented by a smaller upper part (containing 
page numbers but not much text) and a larger 
lower part (containing the major part of the text). 
Already byI983 these page parts had been 'shuf­
fled' - Kasser (p. 55) has recognized that one 
of the 'pages' on a photograph sent to Tchacos at 
that time was actually a composite of two pieces 
from different pages. 

Kasser was clearly shocked by the condition of 
the codex when he first saw it on 24 July 2001. He 
writes about the codex 'so precious but so badly 
mistreated, broken up to the extreme, partially 
pulverized, infinitely fragile, crumbling at the 
least contact' (pp. 47-8). His 2006 assessment 
was that 66 pages survive, containing the first 
three texts including the Gospel of Judas, but 
that the fourth text, the provisionally named and 
previously unknown Book of Allogenes, bound 
last in the codex, has been badly damaged and lost 
a number of its pages. The width of the horizontal 
break has been increased to between one and two 
centimetres by further fragmentation and crum­
bling. Emmel thinks this has happened since his 
1983 examination (Kasser p. 57). In all, Kasser 
thinks that between 10-15 per cent of the codex 
has disappeared. 

Not surprisingly, Kasser is highly critical of 
Ferrini's reported freezing (pp. 60-61), explaining 
the physical damage that would ensue. He is also 
critical of the practice of dealers to break open 
manuscripts for photography (p. 69). His impres­
sion is that the pages of the codex were 'shuffled 
about to optimize its commercial appeal' (p. 70), 
and he concludes from the photographs sent to 
Hedrick that Ferrini must have forcibly opened 
the codex in several places (p. 74). For his part, 
Ferrini claims that when returning the codex to 
Tchacos because of its dubious provenance, one 
of the recipients slammed it on to a table and tiny 
pieces flew off. Hedrick, who reported this incident 
to Robinson, does not think that Tchacos would 
have damaged her merchandise in such a fashion, 
though Robinson himself is not so sure (p. 148). 

When receiving the codex back from Ferrini, 
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Tchacos had not properly checked that it was 
complete. Indeed, given its poor state ofpreserva­
tion at the time, a thorough check would probably 
have been impossible. On 12 March 2001 an 'Ivy 
League papyrologist' 'who had once examined 
the codex in some depth'3 (Krosney pp. 231-2) 
examined the recovered material in Switzerland 
and pronounced that several pages were missing. 
Nothing more was heard about the missing pages 
until November 2004 when Tchacos learned from 
Veres that Ferrini had probably sold some indi­
vidual pages of the codex before returning it. In 
January 2006 two pieces of the Gospel (the lower 
parts of codex pages 37 & 38) were returned by 
an unnamed New York collector who had acquired 
them from Ferrini. In April 2006 more papyrus 
fragments that might be from the Gospel turned up 
in the hands of Ferrini's receiver (Kropko 2006). 
Kasser thinks that some pieces of the codex are 
still missing, including the upper part of page 31 
and lower part of page 32, with the final title of 
'James'. He has identified a possible composite 
of these two pieces in the catalogue ofa travelling 
religious exhibition in the United States, though 
has not named the exhibition (p. 71). 

The apotheosis of Frieda Tchacos­
Nussberger 
For her part in acquiring the codex the National 
Geographic seems keen to cast Tchacos in the 
role of saviour, a role which Tchacos herself 
seems quite comfortable with. She has been 
quoted as saying 'I think I was chosen by Judas 
to rehabilitate him, I think the circumstance of 
this manuscript coming to me was predestined' 
(Felch & Frammolino 2006), and 'I wanted to 
protect them and give them to people who could 
read them and conserve them. I wanted to save 
them.' (Krosney p. 157). Krosney's own opinion 
is made clear in his Acknowledgements where he 
thanks Roberty and Tchacos for 'trying to rescue 
an historical artefact from the darkness to which 
it had been condemned' (p. 308). Fundamental 
to her apparent apotheosis are her responsibility 
in ensuring that the codex was properly restored 
and her charity in returning it to Egypt. But are 
these true depictions of her actions and motives? 
Tchacos, it must be remembered, sold the codex 
to Ferrini, a person she hardly knew, in the hope 
of making a quick $2 million profit, and Fer-



rini's rough handling has in tum been blamed for 
causing the codex unnecessary damage. Perhaps 
Tchacos should shoulder some of that blame for 
not being properly diligent in ascertaining the 
expertise and motives of her customer? It is also 
far from clear that her decision to return the codex 
to Egypt was a voluntary one. The first mention 
of Egyptian involvement is in the memoran­
dum Roberty sent to Kaufman on 15 December 
2000, so the decision must have been made after 
that date but before the July 2001 meeting with 
Kasser. Krosney suggests that it was made on 
the flight home to Switzerland. The relevant 
paragraph in the December 2000 memorandum 
makes for interesting reading: 

Depending on the conclusions we will reach regard­
ing Frieda's title to the manuscripts, we will decide 
on the further steps to be taken with regard to the 
legal protection ofthe Project, including - if neces­
sary - notification to the Egyptian authorities. 

This paragraph suggests that the decision to re­
turn the Gospel to Egypt might not have been a 
voluntary one after all, but a pragmatic response 
to potential dangers posed by the questionable 
legality of the codex's provenance. It is important 
to remember that in early 2001 a police investi­
gation was under way into the activities of US 
antiquities dealer Frederick Schultz, and in July 
2001 he was charged in New York with handling 
archaeological material stolen from Egypt. The 
antiquities restorer Jonathan Tokeley-Parry had 
been convicted only a few years earlier in 1997 
of a similar offence. Tokeley-Parry and Schultz 
must have been known to Tchacos,4 and perhaps 
she drew the sensible conclusion that the time 
was not a propitious one to be caught holding an 
Egyptian antiquity of uncertain provenance, and 
so decided to offer its return. Roberty himself 
said as much in the memorandum: 

From a first risk analysis we have concluded that the 
US are to be considered a potentially risky territory 
for the manuscripts due to political considerations 
possibly taking precedence over pure legal aspects, 
especially when involving application ofprinciples 
of foreign law. 

This sounds like a direct reference to Schultz, 
whose prosecution was opposed by the trade 
community on the very grounds that Roberty 
mentions. 

In any event, and despite protestations to the 
contrary, her actions have hardly been borne out 
of a charitable impulse - she has in fact made 
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quite a profit. She bought the codex and its as­
sociated papyri for something like $300,000 and 
recouped $100,000 when she sold the mathemati­
cal treatise to Ferrini; she then made a further 
$1.5 million from the subsequent sale of the co­
dex to Roberty. Thus at the present time she has 
made more than $1 million out of the codex, and 
stands to make more from the various National 
Geographic ventures. 

Roberty and Tchacos had taken the decision 
to return the codex to Egypt several years before 
the National Geographic became involved in 
2004. But by then there was another problem. It 
has been widely reported that in February 2002 
Tchacos had been arrested in Cyprus and placed 
under house arrest pending interrogation by the 
Italian authorities. On 17 September 2002 she was 
convicted of handling stolen artefacts. It hardly 
seems likely that the National Geographic would 
want to enter into a commercial arrangement with 
a convicted dealer, though when challenged on the 
point, the National Geographic stated that it could 
find no evidence of a conviction (Felch & Fram­
molino 2006), and Tchacos herself has denied the 
conviction, calling the situation 'equivocai' (Felch 
& Frammolino 2006). However, an Italian state 
prosecutor has confirmed the conviction (Meier & 
Wilford 2006), and told the Los Angeles Times that 
'In the past, she was at the center of the looting in 
Italy'. Two of the artefacts Italy is reclaiming from 
the J.P. Getty Museum were sold to the museum 
by Tchacos. A third piece the museum had bought 
from Tchacos was returned to Italy in 1999 after 
it was discovered to have been stolen (Felch & 
Frammolino 2006). 

Clearly, for the National Geographic to proceed 
with the collaboration, it would want to reassure 
the public that Tchacos's business practices were 
above reproach. From the positive and sympathetic 
way in which she is portrayed in the two National 
Geographic-authorized books, particularly the 
one by Krosney, it is hard to avoid the conclusion 
that the National Geographic deliberately set out 
to rehabilitate Tchacos by casting her in the role 
of altruistic saviour. This much is clear from the 
quotes discussed earlier, but also from the sympa­
thetic treatment accorded to her by Krosney. 

Krosney refers to Tchacos routinely throughout 
his book by her first name Frieda, while calling 
everyone else by their second names (including 



the only other significant female protagonist Flor­
ence Darbre). The constant references to 'Frieda' 
evoke in the reader a feeling of familiarity, and 
ultimately sympathy, which is reinforced by the 
empathetic reporting some of Tchacos 's actions 
and recollections. In 2000, for example, Krosney 
says she arrived at New York 'feeling nervous, 
all alone' (p. 206). When faced with the costs 
of restoration she says' How can I, little Frieda, 
do this job?' (p. 206). She describes the Akron 
recovery meeting as follows: 

Never in my career had I had to undergo such a 
restitution with litigations and legal representatives 
all around me. ... I was mortified to the bone ... 
Everybody looked at me inquisitively ... I nodded 
sheepishly (p. 224). 

Whether calculated or not, this authorial brush­
work conjures a cultural stereotype: the caring 
and sensitive woman adrift in the hard-nosed 
commercial world of men. Yet this depiction of 
Tchacos may be far from accurate. She had, after 
all, for more than thirty years made a successful 
career out of trading antiquities, she is fluent in 
several languages and regularly travels around 
the world. When first introducing Tchacos in his 
book, at a time before she had become involved 
with the codex, Krosney describes her as 'tough 
and temperamental' (p. 37), and says that' Deal­
ers are a tough breed, and few women have made 
it into the ranks of the elite' (p. 66). He sees her 
to have been a credible rival to the Greek dealer 
Koutoulakis, whom he describes in turn as a 
tough fighter (p. 69) and one who 'was unparal­
leled in his ability to trade advantageously' (p. 
68). Would this tough rival to Koutoulakis, this 
successful and cosmopolitan businesswoman, 
really be nervous when entering New York and 
nod sheepishly when looked at by a couple of 
lawyers? Or is it simply another sales pitch, this 
time selling Tchacos to the general public for the 
benefit of the National Geographic? 

Krosney does not mention her 2002 arrest. 
When interviewed by the New York Times he said 
that Roberty was 'dismissive' of 'rumours' about 
Tchacos and Italy, and that he had never asked 
her about it (Meier & Wilford 2006). This arrest 
was made as part of a long-term and wide-ranging 
Italian investigation into antiquities smuggling 
that culminated in 2005 with the arraignment 
of Getty Museum curator Marion True and US 
dealer Robert Hecht in an Italian court. Krosney 
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does mention this trial (p. 76), which makes his 
failure to mention the reported involvement of 
Tchacos even more surprising. 

A positive outcome? 
The propriety or otherwise of the collaboration 
between the Maecenas Foundation and National 
Geographic will ultimately be judged on its re­
sults. Is the outcome a positive one for the Gospel, 
the public, and Egypt, or could there have been 
a better outcome if events had taken a different 
course? 

To deal with the second question first, could 
there have been a better outcome? The legality 
of the export of the codex from Egypt was ques­
tionable, to say the least. Because the Egyptian 
authorities were never aware of the codex while it 
was still in Egypt, it is impossible to say how they 
would have reacted to a request for export, but 
almost certainly, if the precedent of the Gnostic 
Nag Hammadi texts is anything to go by, they 
would have refused it. The Nag Hammadi texts 
were taken into state ownership after payment 
of compensation to the dealer who held them 
(Robinson 1988, 24). 

Over the years, many scholars came into direct 
contact with the codex, though not always rec­
ognizing its true significance, and others learned 
about it indirectly from colleagues in academia and 
the trade. Many of these scholars were aware that 
the codex had been taken out of Egypt unlawfully. 
Emmel for example is quoted in Robinson (p. 97) 
as saying in 2005 that ' ... there was no question 
but that this material should have been in Egypt'. 
The Beinecke Library took a similar view when 
it turned down the chance to acquire the codex. 
Yet despite widespread knowledge of its uncertain 
provenance, not one single person seems to have 
alerted the Egyptian authorities or indeed any law 
enforcement agency about the existence of the 
codex. Bagnall told Krosney that although it was 
known at the time that the 1983 Egyptian antiquities 
law had just taken effect, 'no one in the manuscript 
trade was taking it seriously' (p. 147). In fact, the 
usual and thus presumably conventional response 
was to hunt around for a financial backer to support 
a purchase. For the 1983 Geneva meeting, Harold 
Attridge had secured $50,000 from the Southern 
Methodist University at Dallas (Robinson p. 93); 
in the late 1980s Robinson approached Scheyen 



and in the 1990s he negotiated with the Canadian 
Bombardier Foundation (Robinson p. 114). The 
idea that Egypt might have a legitimate claim to 
ownership seems not to have entered anybody's 
head, except perhaps as a possible complication 
of acquisition. 

One reason for this apparent reluctance to 
report the codex to an appropriate authority is 
perhaps simple academic cupidity. Scholars were 
motivated by the opportunity to produce the first 
and authoritative translation and interpretation of 
the text, with the academic prestige that would 
follow. Even Robinson, who seems to favour open 
scholarly access, is disappointed that the Sch0yen 
purchase fell through (p. 128), perhaps because it 
would have assured him a leading role in study and 
publication. Ifintellectual curiosity alone had been 
governing the academic agenda, there were several 
opportunities to secure the return of the codex to 
Egypt, and to arrange for its conservation and pub­
lication by an international team. I f prompt action 
had been taken in the 1980s, for example, it might 
have prevented the damage caused by 16 years in 
a safe deposit box and Ferrini's clumsy surgery. 
Perhaps it is wrong to be too critical of academic 
practice in the 1980s, the 2000 decision of Yale 
not to acquire the codex is a sign that attitudes 
are changing. But even though Yale quite clearly 
had doubts about the provenance of the codex, it 
still failed to take the further step of alerting the 
Egyptian authorities or the police. 

As regards the second question, it is not possible 
to say at the present time whether the outcome is a 
positive one for the Gospel and all interested par­
ties or not. Although the Gospel will be returned to 
Egypt, no mention has been made of what- ifany 
- financial arrangements are in place to accom­
pany its return, and whether any provision has been 
made for the recurrent costs that will be incurred by 
the Gospel's long-term storage, conservation and 
display at the Coptic Museum. It is equally unclear 
what property rights will accrue to Egypt, and this 
is an important point. If, for example, the Coptic 
Museum decides to raise money on the Gospel 
through media collaborations, will it be free to do 
so or will it be regarded as an infringement of the 
National Geographic's publication rights? Perhaps 
this eventuality will not arise because the physical 
codex itself no longer matters as an intellectual 
or commercial resource. Its content will in future 
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be channeled onto the world market through the 
offices of the National Geographic for the benefit 
of the National Geographic and the Maecenas 
Foundation, and even with full property rights, 
there might not be much of a market left for the 
Coptic Museum to exploit. 

If no financial provision has been made to 
secure the future of the Judas Gospel, then its 
return will set a dangerous new precedent. It will 
be deemed acceptable for an illegally-exported 
artefact to be stripped clean of its commercial 
potential before being restored to its rightful 
owner, who will then be expected to pay for its 
long-term curation. E-mail questions on this 
subject addressed to the National Geographic 
were answered with an assurance that the Na­
tional Geographic will 'certainly help all we can 
to preserve this document in the future', which 
is heartening, but that 'we cannot offer financial 
details', which is less SO.5 The answer fell short 
of a firm assurance that the Gospel is well-pro­
vided for. Until the 'financial details' are made 
public, the propriety of the National Geographic­
Maecenas collaboration will remain in doubt. 

Notes 
1. All material relating to the Judas Gospel on Michel van 

Rijn's website can be found at http://www.michelvan­
rijn.nllartnews/judastotal.htm (last accessed 19 March 
2007). 

2. Even though he had previously recovered two stolen 
gold artefacts from the possession of London dealer 
Jack Ogden on the pretext of restoring them to their 
'rightful owner'. Koutoulakis subsequently sold one 
of these pieces to dealer Peter Sharrer (Krosney pp. 
99, 104). 

3. Presumably the 'Ivy League scholar' must be one of the 
three Yale academics who studied the Gospel while it 
was in the Beinecke Library. Why the sudden shyness 
is not made clear. Krosney also offers thanks in his 
Acknowledgements to the 'Ivy League scholar who 
has played an enormous positive role in bringing the 
manuscript to light and who deserves a medal for his 
still largely unknown efforts' (p. 308). 

4. Jonathan Tokeley-Parry has recently published a book 
reproducing some pages from his 'journal' (Tokeley 
2006), in which he often disguises the identities of 
individuals by substituting a letter of the alphabet for 
their name. He records in 1987 that with the knowledge 
of the Egyptian authorities a female Swiss dealer 'G' 
operating out of Galerie 'M' in Zurich was entering 
Egypt under different names and with different pass­
ports and was collaborating with an Egyptian citizen 
to move antiquities out of Egypt (pp. 220, 234, 238). 

5. Reply sent to author on 12 February 2007. 
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